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A New Adventure!

Hello, my name is Claire Song and I am a new Assistant Language Teacher working at the Gojo Board of
Education.

I was born in Flushing, New York but grew up in Charlotte, North Carolina. North Carolina is in the
southeastern region of the United States, bordered by South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. Although
Charlotte is a busy and developing city, my home is in more of a suburban area surrounded by lots of nature.
We even see the occasional deer, although there are not nearly as many as the ones in Nara Park. Sports, in
particular basketball, football, and baseball, are a huge part of Charlotte’s culture as many people enjoy
watching and talking about their favorite teams. Charlotte is home to a lot of sports teams including the
Carolina Panthers (American football) and the Charlotte Hornets (basketball). We are also known for
NASCAR (automobile racing) because we are home to the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

This is my first time visiting Japan and I am looking forward to exploring this beautiful country and
experiencing its rich culture. I have been interested in Japanese culture since middle school, when I began to
watch Japanese dramas and listen to Japanese music. In high school, I started to teach myself basic
hiragana and katakana, but it wasn’t until my second year of university that I began to formally learn
Japanese. I studied Japanese for three years at university and also took courses about Japanese mythology
and religion. The reason why I wanted to be placed in Nara prefecture is because of all the historic shrines

and temples that are located here. I look forward to working and living in Gojo!
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