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Unexpected Sightseeing

Since it was my first time experiencing connecting flights from Kansai &

to Manila Airport, it was a long and exhausting flight. Although there 2
were some interruptions and a delayed arrival, I still found excitement o
and happiness at seeing my “Kababayan” with their smiles and gestures :?'}
of welcoming me home. They were all eager to come out to the airport 'O @
to meet and hug their families and to see and visit again their favorite E’

places they haven't seen for years. = %
As the car arrived to fetch me at the airport, I couldn't help but notice a \rﬂ
lot of changes that had taken place where I was standing 7 years ago.

As we were traversing the stretch of Manila highway, I was in awe at o
the heights of buildings which have mushroomed since my last visit to
this place. The skyscraper billboards were amazing and reminded me
of some of the same structures that you can see in Osaka. The city's
population is growing, and I saw a lot of foreigner visitors and workers v
talking with smiles on their faces while walking along the busy streets

of Manila. I felt like a foreigner in my own country, because I have lived

in Japan for half of my life. I was able to visit Manila and see a lot of

beautiful places, eat delicious food, and enjoy a lot of changes.

The next day as we took a long drive home, I was amazed when I saw a
connecting tunnel from Manila highway to the Clark Air Base (The
airport I often used to go to near to my hometown). It looked like the
connecting tunnels of Keinawa Expressway. Then I found out that it is
one of the Japanese projects in the “Build Program” in the Philippines.
With what I have seen and learned, I feel great excitement about what
other surprises I'll discover for the next days of my weeklong vacation.

y One Point Lesson: Kababayan
P

“Kababayan” means “fellow Filipino” literally “ka-" means “co-" and
“bayan” means “town.” We use the word throughout the
Philippines, especially by overseas Filipino workers (OFW).
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