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New Summer Leaves

Do you remember your junior high school graduation ceremony?
Were the trees blooming with cherry or plum blossoms? Was
there a chill in the air as you lined up with the rest of your class
outside your classroom? How did you feel when you received
your graduation certificate? Did you tear up as you sang your
school song for the last time? For those of you who have strong
memories of that day, you may be surprised to learn that I don't
remember my last day of junior high school at all. Not only that,
but my school didn't even have a graduation ceremony!

One reason junior high graduation is such an emotional occasion
in Japan is that it's the last event you will share with your class,
which is often full of friends you've grown up with, before going
separate ways. But only a few private high schools in the US
have entrance exams, and most American students attend high
schools near their homes. We don't have to worry about saying
goodbye to our childhood friends until the end of high school,
and we usually don't have one main "homeroom class" that we
do school activities with, so there isn't much reason for students
to be sad. Plus the school year in the US usually starts in
September or August, and ends around this time of the year, in
May or June. We may not have any special flowers or other
symbols of nature that we especially associate with the
graduation season, but graduation days are almost always warm
and sunny, so it's too nice to be sad for long!

remember, for Americans, graduation is a happy occasion.
Instead of feeling sad, smile! Let's treasure our old memories,
and think of the new memories we can make, together and apart.

On a personal note, I too will be "graduating” from my job as an
ALT and leaving Gojo this summer. It's been an amazing five
years living and working here. I'm so grateful to everyone who
supported me, and everyone who told me they enjoyed reading
my columns in the newsletter. This may be my last column, but
remember, for Americans, graduation is a happy occasion.
Instead of feeling sad, smile! Let's treasure our old memories,
and think of the new memories we can make, together and apart.
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