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'Tis the Season

It's December! And that means Christmas, Hanukkah,

N
Kwanzaa, New Year's Eve and many other holidays. ;7

That's why this time of year is often called the "Holiday
Season". Have you ever heard the phrase "Happy
Holidays"? All these holidays are the reason for that

phrase. Not everyone celebrates Christmas, so it is more

inclusive.

So, 'tis the season to say "Happy Holidays." Also, take a
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look at the English text if you're reading the Japanese. I

said " 'tis the season". This is an interesting phrase

because it uses "'tis" which is an old contraction of "it is".

If you've studied English you have most likely seen "it's" ‘

which is the common way to shorten "it is". But there is

another, older way, which is 'tis. It is strange because

the apostrophe is at the start of it. You do not hear it

much these days outside of the holiday season. People

say it meaning "It is the season to do (something).", but

it has an older and traditional feeling to it.
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