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Kawaii Invasion ?

When I walked into the bookstore, one thing immediately caught my eye. A display of big-eyed figurines of
cartoon characters with deformed proportions spread across two long tables, silently entreating all who
passed to take them home. The boxes were covered in the logos of popular brands and TV shows, and
conveniently numbered so you could be sure you were collecting them all. A little further back were the plush
toys, and beyond that, the blind boxes. Labeled with rounded hiragana letters, these boxes promised you
could get one of nine cats dressed up as mystical creatures like unicorns and mermaid, but you wouldn't
know which one until you opened it. Finally, beyond the tables of merchandise were the bookshelves, two
meters high and filled entirely with manga.

Does any of this sound familiar? If so, maybe you'll be surprised to hear that the bookstore I visited was
not in Japan, but in America!

Just as Japan has imported western cartoons and comic book characters for decades, countries around the
world have imported anime and manga from Japan. In the US, anime really started to boom in the late 90s
and early 2000s, with manga following right behind it. But back then, there weren't very many goods
available. Occasionally, stores would sell t-shirts with anime characters on them, or accessories like
necklaces and headbands modeled after the characters, and very rarely you could find something more, like
official series playing cards or calendars. Until recently, America has been way behind Japan in terms of
figures, straps, can badges, phone cases, and more. Now, all of that is changing. After more than twenty
years of influence by Japanese creators and marketing, the US is finally embracing all aspects of anime and

manga culture.
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_Y a? One point lesson: If something “catches your eye,” it means you

\ w notice it, or give it extra attention. It could be something “7)\‘)8' 5

a=", beautiful, unusual, or even something that seems out of place, T \:, - }’)’
m\ W like a clue in a mystery novel. You can even use it to describe the 7‘\) )
\NU person you like: “That boy has caught my eye.” . e
E14E JYVRA Y ks Ly AV Dlcatchone'seye’id, THICHE % 5.
FANCEZGIC] YO IERTT, ELLL0P, BLLLHO
Wb b AA, HENHOBERCFP2OIDOL I 2L DRY
AR & T, /0, S ho L NEFIHT 2 v SICblR

&9, ) "That boy has caught my eye.” (FhlZ. & DHD T
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