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The Behavior of Squirrels

7

One of the things that I have loved doing during my time in Japan is &
~

observing the differences in nature and wildlife between here and the
places I have lived in America. Here in Gojo, almost every morning I
wake up to the loud sounds of crows. Near the Riverside Hotel, I have
spotted many large herons and other birds. And of course, I have seen
the famous deer that roam Nara Park. But something that is quite
common in America has been hard for me to spot in Japan: squirrels.
Both in my hometown of North Carolina and the state in which I went
to university, Tennessee, there are large numbers of squirrels. My
university is an arboretum so there was always an abundance of birds
and small mammals, such as squirrels, chipmunks, and the occasional
raccoon and possum.

The funny thing about the squirrels at my university is that they were
not scared of humans at all. They were so used to the thousands of
students and faculty members that they rarely ran away when in close
contact with someone. Instead, they loved to rummage around the
various garbage cans around campus looking for food. I have seen a
squirrel munching on a granola bar, licking off ketchup from a to-go
container, and a squirrel with its head buried in a plastic bowl of
macaroni and cheese. Sometimes when walking around campus, you'll
hear a surprised scream from a student who tried to throw something

1euor;,
&,
X m

e

TN, HERERDMEATOIZT AV A QU OE A D%
WEHENZ ZETY, TTHFETIE, REHAN T ADRE R
NEFRCTHZREXLE T, UN=TAF - K7L I,
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away into the garbage can but instead was startled by a squirrel
jumping out. I have seen some squirrels that were very chubby because
they had been eating too many snacks around campus. The behavior of
animals that are used to human interaction can be very interesting.

One Point Lesson:

Y32 An arboretum is a large garden where many different types of
trees are grown for people to enjoy or for scientific study.
Vanderbilt University has about 190 species of trees and shrubs.
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