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Blooming In Your Own Time 3 B ANZNZ LB
As long as I can remember, there have always been S BNEATWAERD . (7 AV AD) DORROFEEOENH
small potted plants sitting on a table in front of the window in the = 57— D EITiE. WOL/NE B OREYIINENN TN T,
living room of my house, growing in the sun. Many of these plants KEFDHELDTFF LI EBE>TVET, ZNH5D0MYDZ <

have been replaced over the years, but the one plant that has been FEFOMICHONZENTEE LN, [JUAYA - HRT
there from the start is called a “Christmas cactus.” 4 'ﬂ' V] EMEN BRI, BRI DT oL ZFTICHDET,
The Christmas cactus is a kind of cactus originally from ‘W’ TVARA « YRT VK, TIVNVCHERDDZ T RT > D—

Brazil. Unlike most cacti, they don't have sharp needles. Instead,
they have flat leaves that grow together in segments. It blooms with
pink and white flowers once every year. The Christmas cactus gets
its name because these flowers usually bloom in the winter, right
around Christmas time. This makes them a popular winter flower in
the US.

T, DL DY RTVERZGEED, ST IEHDFEEA
M, EERESIENZL EAFHL TN TWVWBEYTRTVTI,
ZLUTC—HFIC—E, BV LADEERNMEET, 20 TNED
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&C9 |

However, the Christmas cactus at my house doesn't
bloom near Christmas. Instead, it always waits until winter is over,
and blooms around March or April along with many other spring
plants. For that reason, my family jokingly calls it “the Easter
cactus” because when it starts blooming, the next major holiday is
always Easter. When guests visit our house, we often talk about
how strange its growing patterns are.

\)

But just because it blooms late doesn't make its flowers
any less beautiful, and after all, there's no rule saying that
Christmas cacti absolutely have to bloom in Christmas, since that's
just a strange name that humans gave the plant. Actually, because it
doesn't bloom at the same time as all the other ones, it stands out
and is much more memorable than any of the other living room
plants. Just like my Christmas cactus, I think we should all strive to
bloom at our own pace and in our own ways - even if it means
we're a little late!

“ Irregular Plurals”

L aY Plurals in English are usually formed by adding -s or -es to the end of S w
Wik ,1/‘/ the word. However, words ending in -us are sometimes pluralized ,(»;
g = following Latin grammar rules. In this case, the -us is replaced with -i. ,—\5\5'“ A \Y /8
Some examples include cactus—cacti, fungus—fungi, octopus—octopi - X » f
L - -} /
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%] “fungus” — “fungi’, 72T “octopus” — “octopi”
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