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Fireworks

Now that summer is over, what do you
remember the most? Since coming to Japan |
have noticed fireworks are popular. Since I grew
up in America, [ also associate fireworks with
summer. Especially with the Fourth of July.

The Fourth of July, as you probably
know, is America's Independence Day. It is
usually celebrated with cookouts and fireworks.
What you may not know is that in some states, it
is illegal to buy fireworks.

This is complex. Of the fifty states in
America, only 28 allow people to buy any kind or
most kinds of fireworks. Notice how I said “most
kinds™ This is where it gets confusing. Some
states can sell certain kinds but not others. Some
states let you buy anything. Some let you buy
nothing at all. Some states let you buy fireworks,
but only if you don't live in that state. Yes, it's
confusing.

Part of the reason is safety, another part
is the sound. Fireworks are illegal as these loud
sounds can scare pets and certain people. Of
course, there are still fireworks events put on by
professionals that people can go to see in most

places.
“as you probably know”
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< This phrase is often used when you don't want to sound insulting to the

person you are talking to. You are saying something you think they
might know. By saying “as you probably know" you make it sound like \Y
you are not saying something to tell them. Instead, you are saying that it ,;6\’5. . Aﬁ/
is an important part of what your story. ’ }\,\"
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