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How Do You Spend Your New Year? i
Christmas is over and now comes New Year. Spending 5' : m
New Year's Eve in the Philippines is an exciting occasion because it 5
involves huggin% family, having gatherings with close friends, tons |
of foods, lots of fireworks and noise, and street parties until the - g

wee hour of the morning. It is also the time where everyone is
excited to eat their mom's homemade goodies especially the
“Kakanin,” “Bibingka,” and “Suman” (Filipino rice cakes). These
Filipino delicacies are usually prepared for any celebration in the
Philippines, especially during this time. Kakanin, Bibingka and
Suman are kinds of sweets made from glutinous rice cooked in
coconut milk. Suman are often wrapped in banana leaves, coconuts
or buli palm. I often cook Kakanin especially in the New Year.
(Kakanin is easier to cook than Bibinka and Suman).

Here in Japan, on the last day of December I'm usually
busy buying things to welcome the New Year, like “Kagami Mochi”,
ingredients for the “Medianoche” (midnight feast), * Osechi,” and
others. I am almost awake all night to prepare and cook food,
because my family is celebrating New Year’s Day in both Filipino
and Japanese traditions. We eat “Toshikoshi soba” at 7 o’clock for
dinner while watching my favorite “Kohaku”, then, we eat
Medianoche at 110’clock before we go to bed. My family goes to
bed, but I'll still be awake to cook the ingredients for the Osechi
and prepare for our first breakfast of the year. I really love looking
at the assorted colors of my homemade Osechi, packed together in
three beautifully assembled bento boxes. Two boxes consist of
traditional flavors and the other one has my daughters’ requests,
like “Karage,” French fries and fried shrimp.

Moreover, on the 2nd or 3rd day of New Year, I spend it
with my family for “Hatsumode.” After throwing coins and making
wishes, we draw an “Omikuji.” And finally, we walk around the
stalls near the shrine. While walking around the stalls, my
daughters can’t wait to buy their favorite foods. We enjoy eating
and buying goodies while standing in front of the “Yatai.” “Yaki
Imo” is one my favorite. How about you?

e o= - - -
REIJ=a=-H-—I3Y
TBIEAHREOESICHBEILTITH?
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Thank you for time, and have a prosperous New Year, N {Oﬁ%: (EIOBOALSTEVELE, BEA, ROBERE
everyone! WERLZEN
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) A Y “can’'t wait” or “can hardly wait” means to be very excited
Sl W about something and eager to do or experience it.
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