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Feel at Home

My hometown Masinloc is located in the
northwest of the country’s coast facing the China
Sea. Then from there, our house is about one
kilometer away from the sea with dazzling seashore
and an astonishing boulevard. The boulevard is
surrounded by many tall and awesome trees which
give us fresh air so that we can relax at the cozy
cottages while gazing the vividness of the sea.
Moreover, at the right side of the boulevard is the
wide public market, and on the left side is the
spacious public plaza gymnasium-covered court
where some people can do their morning routines
such as walking, running and jogging. Recently, the
health conscious community members of Masinloc
used this place for their Yoga and Zumba dance
routines every Saturday and Sunday. This has made
Masinloc a busy town.

To have a greener pasture in life and to gain another
experience I decided to leave my hometown and feel
and experience a promising life in Japan. I spent my
first three years in Osaka and then after that I
decided to live and work in my husband hometown
Gojo, where he now lives. Gojo is a quiet town,
especially in the locale where I belong. At first, it was
very difficult for me to adjust to everything. I felt a
strange feeling of wanting to go out, walk and talk to
the villagers, but nobody was outside. I would like to
have fun and play loud music however, it would be
nuisance to neighbors even though their houses are

located little bit away from our house. Learning to be

silent and those kinds of fundamental things were
hard for me at first.

After several months had passed, some neighbors
were giving me vegetables and fruits. And there are
times that there is a basket of tomatoes in front of
our door. I do really appreciate those gestures of my
neighbors and it makes me feel at home. There is no
sea here in Gojo, but I have my favorite stuff such as
fresh vegetables, fruits and various kind of stunning
and beautiful flowers. Then, I found one great thing:
Gojo is a safe, comfortable and people-friendly
community.
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