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Scent of Spring

In Japan, you know that winter is coming to
an end when the plum blossoms and the cherry
blossoms begin to bloom. Of course, in America,
trees begin to flower in the spring as well, but it
is not as important in American culture as it is in
Japanese culture. No one goes to flower viewing
parties, or hanami.

Instead, many Americans start to feel that

spring has arrived when their dead, brown grass
starts to grow back green and healthy. It is very
common for people living outside of large cities
to have very big yards in front of and behind
their houses. Although some people fill their

yards with rock or sand gardens, the majority
have grass in their yards. Having a full lawn of

well-trimmed, bright green grass is considered a
status symbol, so people often try to make sure
the grass in their yard looks better than their

neighbor's. They do this by watering the grass

and trimming it regularly. This takes up a lot of

time and can be very expensive! Especially in dry

places like Colorado, water is very expensive,
and water used on lawns cannot be used for

crops or other, more useful things.

Still, it's nice to be able to lie down and relax
in the soft grass, maybe resting in the shade of a
tree with a book and a drink. And freshly cut
grass has a very soothing scent - unless you're
allergic to it, of course!
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~ Astatus symbol is something that you might buy or want to have in order
to impress other people. For example, driving a Mercedes, living in a big
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