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“Media Noche” is the dinner after midnight mass.
It is from the Spanish word literally meaning “Midnight”.

$E57[E

“New Year’s Day in the Philippines ”

"Media Noche(X ¥ v+ /F )" X EHRHPO IV (FV A METOHEDLSIRELIBZICE
REYEDT L TTARA VFBICHE LT, "Midnight (LA H) " &0 5 KT,

“ 74U EYOEH”

New Year's Day is one of the biggest celebrations in
our country, along with Christmas. Opposite of Japan's New
Year's, it is the noisiest time of the year in the Philippines.
The same way Japanese people enjoy summer fireworks,
Filipinos enjoy a fireworks display in the city on New Year’s
Eve.

Cars and trucks are driven around, and horns are
tooted to cause as much noise as possible to scare away evil
spirits. Children also love the noise on New Year’s Eve. They
love to play a “torotot” (a decorated horn made of
cardboard). Filipinos go all out with the noise on New Year’s
Eve.

Before the clock strikes midnight, to herald in the New
Year, all doors and windows must be left wide open to allow
good luck to enter. Also, Filipinos try to dress in polka-dots,
because we believe the roundness signifies prosperity.

Our decorations to welcome the New Year are 12
round fruits, like melons and grapes, that represent the 12
months. I use these decorations here, too.

Special food is prepared, such as “pancitbihon” (Phil.
noodles) to signify a long life. Traditional delicacies made
from “malagkit” (glutinous rice) are prepared so good luck
will stick around throughout the year. Filipinos stay awake to
celebrate the midnight meal , “Media Noche”, with their
family.

On another note, I would like to extend my deep
gratitude to people around the world for helping our country
and to fellow Filipinos who were affected by the typhoon last
November 8. Thank you very much.

Also, thank you people of Japan for the wonderful
compassion that you shared for Filipinos, even when you are
still in the same situation.

In addition, thank you people of Gojo for giving
donations to my country, and all people who were concerned
about my family in the Philippines. “Maraming salamat po.”

To my fellow Filipinos in Leyte, I hope you can stand up
soon so that you can celebrate the happiness on New Year's
Day once again.

FAOHET « V¥ TIE) JtHIE. 7V AT X LfAkRIC
RUPEHHDO—DTT, HREERHT, 70V EYTlE—
FETRLBEDLORTY, HAADEIERZHE LT LI,
T4 ) EY NIRRT ORIk ERLAET,

HEFSS R Ty 70, EHZIEL L TE SR DEEHE Z 7
TTELHDET, Thid, BEEZBVLASHTY, 78
Eblk, TOKRMHOWEENAFE T, LT, b bk
w  (torotot : EffiNIE L T EINFJEKD T v %) EWL
DEREFETT, KIFHOW, 74 U ¥ NG OWEEED
LT ET,

B, REEIDHEO AN Z ST HEMCiE. SHENEOA
BT RT BT I=NFT T, Tz, IKEFRREDTER
EEEOVDBELET, U, AVENERZEKT D LE R
S5NTWEH5TY,

BRI BEADOHND L LT, ARYRTRFIDOKS
BIWNIEZ LIz 1280 £9, Chid—FED127 A
EEMLTVET, FMIHARTEBIEAHICIE. TORYED
ZLTWVWET,

EHEEWT %/30 Yy FE—T > (pancitbihon @ 7 «
VEVOH) OX5 %, FilREEHEINE T, BHEN
2~ ZF v b (maragkit : &BK) Z2fli- 7o, —FH
FHETHD LI LWV ZADTHELNE T, 70K
YANE. TOERPORH, AVy - /Fx (Media
Noche) %L —HICH S 1o, WEL FTRETVET,

FRZEDOETN, D1 1 A8 HOBMIC X - THiEE
ZUFTRIZBDET 2 ) EURENTEBITHNDFZE LD
NTC RE > T MFRB O 2 EH O ZR A2 BRI L ENE T,
AREICHOMNES TTNE Lz,

oo HAD &E, CHHAKRBEKTHEXELTWS LW
9) HURRTHBICEDNDET, T4V EZDALICT
BEE5LWEWRDDOLZL ZEDEHLET,

IHIT, AFEDRICIE, T4V EY\OHERZ LT
o7, T4V EVORDOKKEIC (BRFWZLITZE -7
DL WboTWwieRE, B#HLTVWET, Hbohes5T
TWVEd, (Maraming salamat po.)

OKANTHZ LA TEOEES A, Tk, ESADHUH
FEOFRHEHS TENTESD LS, FKIEEN->TLN
5T EeZF>TONET,
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