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) “Christmas comes but once a year!” is a
proverb meaning that, since Christmas
only happens once a year, we should treat

and by indulging children. You will also
hear “'Tis the season!” It's Old English,
which translates to, “it is the season,” and
similarly encourages merriness and the
giving spirit of Christmas.

“ Christmas comes but once a year! ”

it as a special time by being good to others

Zhlcbld,
JIZT7—<AY—ATYT

4 R

"Christmas comes but once a year!” [ 7 U 2 ZIZFIC—FEL

MR N 7Y AT ARFICELDNEVD T, HENTHD
ZL T EREE T R & LGRS T RIXE S HW0n
LEIERDCT L HETT, “ Tis the season! ” [ & H, T DF
iR TR JEVWD FHEEL 7Y AT AICGEI»NS T
LU & 9o ZHUSHHRE T BUR T “it is the season” £ FRE N
FI AU TV ARADELWFHGEIED L. Z D5
EICRC EEEEHETT,

C Y ARAFFICE LR T

For me, wintertime in Colorado is one of the most
exciting times of year. With it comes skiing, making
snowmen, cozy sweaters, hot cider, and most
importantly, the Christmas holidays! In celebration of
Christmas, towns, trees, even houses are decorated with
lights. I love driving around neighborhoods at night
with my family to see everyone’s decorations. Despite
the cold, the cheerful, fun atmosphere, the lights, and
the anticipation of Christmas make December truly
enjoyable.

In America, Christmas is celebrated on December
25th. Though today Christmas is namely a Christian
holiday, many non-Christians celebrate it as well. For
most Americans, Christmas is a time for family and
relatives to gather, prepare and enjoy a feast, and
exchange gifts. In some ways the American Christmas is
similar to the Japanese New Year. Families prepare
holiday greeting cards for a long list of relatives and
friends - like Japanese nengajo. Other customs include
decorating a Christmas tree, baking cookies, singing
carols, and enjoying hot drinks like mulled wine,
eggnog, and apple cider while reminiscing over the past
year. In addition, we prepare for Santa Claus’s visit.

On Christmas Eve, before going to bed, children set
out cookies, a glass of milk, and a thank-you note for
Santa Claus. Not until the next morning are children
supposed to come downstairs to find Santa’s gifts under
the Christmas tree.

Though Christmas is spent a little differently here
in Japan, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.
Remember that Christmas comes but once a year, so
enjoy yourselves!
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