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Australia is home to many of the world’s most deadly snakes and the majority

Y of snakes found in Australia are venomous. Therefore, Australians are taught
from a young age to assume that any snake they encounter is venomous.
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“ The Horrors of Summer ”

C B DR

I love Gojo and I love summer, but there was one day
when [ wasn't too keen on either of them.

It started off as a good day. I went to Mt. Yoshino
with a friend to see to hydrangeas in full bloom. It was
when [ got home that my good day changed into a bad
one. There was a big, ugly spider on my letterbox. I hate
spiders. Then, as I climbed the stairs to my apartment,
there was a gigantic beetle (a kamikirimushi) in the way.
I'm not too fond of gigantic beetles either. I got up to my
apartment and noticed that right in front of my door,
there was another gigantic beetle. I gave it a disgusted
look and entered my apartment. Safe!

But then I had an awful thought. What happens if
the spider enters my letterbox and lays eggs? Yuck! I
went down with a shoe in one hand to scare it away. I
gave my letterbox a slight tap and the spider ran off.
Good!

Next problem. The giant beetle on the stairs was
moving quite a lot and I just realised it could also fly. Not
wanting to deal with it flying towards me, I decided to
take the back stairs.

[ was nearly at the top when I noticed that right
beside me, in a groove in the wall of the staircase, was a
snake. It was long, thin and just centimetres away from
me at elbow height. Gigantic beetles are a nuisance.
Spiders are creepy. But snakes are terrifying. I ran up
the last step and to my apartment.

I never thought a snake would climb as high as my
floor. AsIhaven't seen a snake that since that day, I'm
back to loving Gojo and summer again. However, it was a
long time before I could use those stairs again!
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