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$48 [ It's better to do something late than to never do it at all.
Don'’t Give Up
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“Arigato” and “Sayonara” are the only Japanese
words I knew when I came to Japan. Therefore it was
difficult for me to communicate with people. In order for
me to expand my knowledge of the Japanese language, |
watched television, listened to the radio, and to music.
Although it was a difficult task, it helped me immensely.

Whenever [ watch Japanese TV, the only words I
usually catch are “Arigato”, “Ohayo”, “Oyasumi” and
“Sayonara.” Well, I think those are the kinds of words
that we always remember in any language. There are
also many Japanese words which some foreign people
will understand, like tofu or sushi or maybe even mochi.

In addition, we also have some of the same Japanese
words in the Philippines, like “Baka.” In my country, Baka
is not a bad word. It's an animal known as “Cow” in
English. Another one is “Tamatama” (by chance). It has
exactly the same meaning in the Philippines.

While on the subject, I'm studying Japanese every
Saturday at the community center in Gojo. Thank you
very much to all the volunteer teachers who give their
time to us foreign students.

Finally, if there’s something I've learned it is, “Don'’t
Give Up!” It's never too late to start something new.

Thank you.
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