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"Act your age not your shoe size."

ZhlTBIE,
IYwy « AX4F—IVTY

WONRE E TR S AFHIBICIR D BN Z T,

#4550 . R N
shoe sizes but they don't use inches either. It's a
unique system with different measurements for men,
women and children.
(W2 - HARD2 5. 0em i, 74
A5 (6] T, Yaz7H AR5 4.
Thirty

Recently when students have asked my age I
respond with "I forgot." I'm not embarrassed about my
age but now that I am turning thirty this year it feels a
little weird. I don't feel old at all, and I'm not
complaining. It's just hard to believe.

I came to Japan when I was twenty four. That feels
so long ago and yet it was only five years. When I was a
child I could not think about myself being thirty. It
seemed so adult and far away. Yet here I am seeing
people say they are twenty six and I think "Wow, twenty
six! That seems so much older... Wait, I'm almost thirty!"

I might be wrong, but I think who you work with
really affects how you act. Since I teach so many children
I tend to feel younger than I really am. That makes me
feel good but I also act a bit goofy sometimes. Sometimes
it ends up with people saying "Shouldn't you act your
age?"

I don't think I'm being immature, however. I think I
am just trying to have fun. Life is pretty serious, but it's
the only one we get. Being too serious all the time just
can't be healthy. I'm really glad for the opportunity to
teach and work with children because it reminds me of
the good parts of being young and helps me keep an
open mind.
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In America, most adults have shoe sizes ranging from
7 to 12. When someone acts childish it seems like they
are acting as they are as many years old as their shoe

size number is. America does not use centimeters for
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