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Japanese Words In English

The Japanese language uses many foreign loanwords,
and English is not different. In fact, many words
commonly used in English come from other languages.
Most of them are Latin and German in origin but English
words come from languages all around the world. There

are even some Japanese words.

Words like sushi, tempura, sake and karaoke are obvious
but there are some words that I often used that I did not
know where Japanese in origin. In English there is the
word "honcho" which means the boss or person in
charge. This comes from the Japanese word JEE. While
not common, there are those carts that are pulled
around by people. Many people in America might think
they are Chinese in origin. But we call that cart a
"rickshaw" which comes from the Japanese word AJJH.

While these are the words that actually show up in
English dictionaries, when I speak in English in Japan
there are several words that I have started using even
though they are not English words. One I use a lot since
I work in Gojo is kaki(f). The truth is, I never ate a
persimmon before coming here. Also, "kaki" is a much
shorter word to say than "persimmon". The Japanese
word being shorter than the English word is often the
reason for the use. Although not shorter, I usually say
"inaka"(FH%) instead of "countryside"” and I am not sure

why to be honest!

Of course I cannot use these words when speaking to
someone who does not know Japanese. But when
speaking English in Japan it is often easier to use
Japanese words than the English.

ALT O W [ Head honcho |

PEEROH O H ARG
AAGROHICIE, 72K TADIKEN DD ET, MLE S, B
RIS LIRS D £, KK, SGETHBICEDN T Z 51O
£, MOSFHHPRUE . JUERE, 57 VP KA Vi
5EEDONKEH TN, HANOSHENSETTOET. AAGH
MEERLEDEZNLDONHZDTT,

sushi( 9 L ). tempura( K55 ). sake(i8). karaoke( #1547 )
R EDYGEIF, HAREND X2 DZLE>Z2 DD ETH, H
AFEDEFHTH S XD TICEL o TWVEEEEHED T,
WEEICIE, BRI HEMEEZEET S “honcho ONFaw)” L
IBENDHDET, TOFEE. HAGFED THEI 5T TWET,
Fie. HEOEAMNMFELITBAN, ADG[o5E> T L ZigHfihd
DET, BZHL, LTV OT A AN, ZOiERZHEGER
EESTNWARTETLED, TH. 7AUANGE, 2O igdiz”
rickshaw (V) 7> 3—)" EEATWT, ZHuUd, HAGED [ ASIH
VI FENSEFZDTT,

ETEANREFHL, EEICHGEORFICHHENTVWEEDTY
M. AHATHEZT & ZIC, FEETRARLINEMWIRS T
WSO DFENDD £, HETHEHDTHSMELE> TV
BEHED 1 OM, kaki ()" T, REFW0ET L, LfRIKS
ETREMZEXRZC LD O FEATL, £, FEETH L
kaki” l&, FNZEKT 25550 persimmon OS—EY)” KD
FINDTY, REDEELDENEWS OB, HAGEZ(E S HEHT
T, TE L HEVDTTH R WDE "countryside (F71> b1 —
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