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Sports Day Fun

The sports festival (##)j<3) is an occasion that I look
forward to at all of my junior high schools. Before the actual
sports festival day the students are busy for a few weeks
creating their class flags, practicing the Souranbushi dance or
their kumitate taisou, and thinking of interesting races and
events. When the sports festival day rolls around it’s exciting
to watch them compete against each other and have fun.
Parents, family members, and alumni are welcome to watch
the students compete and sometimes are even asked to
participate in an event, like the tamaire contest or folk
dancing. The students mostly compete in races and baton
relays. Sometimes they have special themed races, like having
to dress up in their club uniforms and race against other
clubs. Teachers are also invited to participate in races against
the students, although they have a handicap. There are also
other entertaining events, like the tug-of-war and jump rope.
My high school also had a sports day, but it was very
different from what I experienced in Japan. One big difference
is that we had many different sports to compete in. For
example, when [ was a freshman we played a basketball game
against the other upper classmen. We also had a
football-throwing contest and a soccer-kicking contest. We
had a few silly events too, like a paper airplane-flying contest.
Our sports day was also just for the students; the parents did
not come and the teachers were there to supervise us. We
also did not dance or have a class flag although we did have a
class color and class T-shirts. We did have many similar
events, like the tug-of-war, races, and baton relays.

Having the opportunity to be part of the sports festival
always brings back memories of my sports days in high
school. It was always a time to forget about school for a day
and have fun with your classmates. Even though there are
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