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There is no royal road to learning.

Today I would like to explain some differences that exist
between the Japanese and New Zealand school systems.
New Zealand classifies their schools differently to Americans
and Japanese. Terms such as Elementary, Junior High, High
School and College are American terms. New Zealand uses
terms such as Primary, Intermediate, High School /College
and University, which are essentially British references. In
New Zealand children start school at the age of 5 and it's
not unusual for children not to have been to kindergarten
before the start Primary School. From the ages of 5-10,
students attend Primary School. From ages 11- 12 students
attend Intermediate School and from 13-17/18 year’s
students attend High school/College.

When [ first arrived to Japan one of the first differences I
noticed was there were no mid-morning or late afternoon
breaks and that much of the lunch break was spent eating
with little time for recreation. In NZ every school and job is
required to have a mid-morning break at 10:30 am which is
30minutes long. In addition to these breaks lunch-time is
usually between 45 minutes or 1 hour and often a 10 min
break at 2:30pm is quite common in most jobs and schools.

Discipline is also handled differently in NZ. I come from a
school of thought where taking away a students free time is
the best form of punishment for example during a students
lunch break or after school. This form of punishment is
often referred to as “detention” and can be given to a
student simply for talking in class. Students who act very
badly can be “suspended” from school, which means they
cannot attend school for several days or weeks. The worst
punishment is to be “expelled” which means the student can
no longer attend the school and will have to find a new
school.

FRNC FER L

SEE, AR Z2—Y—F YV RICBT 224D AT LD
BOICOWTHHALET, —a—Y—F Y R, 7AUAPH
REFFRODENAEEZ>TOET, TLAV XY —
(Elementary). ¥=2.=7 /N4 (Junior High). /N1 A7 —)l
(High School) %L (College) &\ HEEIEX, 7 AV A
THOLNTVWEEETT, —a—YV—F Y FTR. I3/ —
(Primary), 1 >#—37 14 ITA I (Intermediate), /N1 X7 —
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ALT 0) HWAED "There is no roya] road to learning, Proverb. Learning things requires work."
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