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“Veni vidi vici.”

['Veni, Vide, Vici |

During winter vacation I went traveling through Europe. 1
started and ended my trip in Rome, travelling through Italy,
France and England. Although it was an exhausting trip it was
one of the most amazing experiences of my life.

My friend Joanne and I landed in Rome very late in the
evening. Our flight took over 12 hours with one transfer in
Beijing. Unfortunately it wasn't a comfortable flight but the
excitement of being in Italy for the first time made things
better. We were like zombies once we got off the train that
takes you from the airport to the city centre. Unfortunately
the cab we took to our hostel ripped us off. Not exactly the
best start to our trip but it was definitely woke us up.

On our first day we got up early and headed to the Coliseum
which was a short walk from our hostel. We paid extra for a
tour which made the experience more amazing. After taking a
million pictures of the Coliseum from every angle we walked
onwards to the city centre. Rome is probably best seen on
foot. Many sites are in walking distance from each other and I
found it easy to navigate through the streets. On our walk we
encountered the Vittorio Emanuele monument and the
museum where we saw a Vincent Van Goff exhibition. We
then checked out the Trevi fountain, came across the
Parthenon by accident and had delicious gelato at the Piazza
Navona.

One of my favorite experiences was having lunch in a
quaint little restaurant we found down a narrow alleyway.

The restaurant was filled with big Italian families enjoying
their Sunday lunch which gave the restaurant a nice homely
feel. Everyone was loud but in a good way. Ilove how Italians
literally use their hands to talk. Every expression had its own
separate gesture which is very entertaining to watch.

I hope to go back to Rome again. They say if you toss a
coin over your shoulder into the Trevi fountain then you will
be sure to return to Rome again.
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