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['Tadoku

This month (January) I entered a tadoku contest. As of today,
January 21, I have read about 1973 pages of Japanese. The
way this contest works is that one page of a book, five pages of
manga or about 17 sentences of Japanese count as one "page".
I have mostly been reading manga but have also been reading
from some books and various news articles on the internet. It's
been quite interesting and taught me a few things about
learning a language.

I think it is too easy for us to be scared when learning
something new. It's very easy to be afraid that we won't
understand everything and because of that we will fail. Failure
is a very scary word. There are many things in everyday life
that we do not want to fail to do, otherwise we cannot keep
living. However, what I have learned is that there are many
types of failures, and very small failures are okay, and even
necessary for life.

For example, every time I see a word that I don't know, that is
technically a failure. But I need that sort of failure in order to
succeed. If I never see these words when will I have an
opportunity to learn them? Looking up every unknown word
makes reading less enjoyable and only stressful. But reading for
this tadoku contest, if I see a word I do not know as long as if I
understand the basic idea of what is going on, I just skip it and
keep reading.

The key that tadoku unlocked for me is that when I see a word
that I do not know over and over again instead of feeling like I
must look it up in a dictionary I feel as if I want to look it up.
Wanting to do something is much more powerful than having
to do something.

Trying to think of a one point lesson to go along with this
article has been difficult. There are many sayings and phrases
that talk about how to be successful. While I am not sure who
originally said it, I have often read "Many failures leads to
success." While it never really made sense to me before,
participating in this tadoku contest has really shown me the
truth of this phrase.

ERFQOTVRA Y b Ly AV E ATHBRES LET,
“Many failures leads to success.”
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