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A Train in Hawaii |

In Hawaii, there are no trains. Growing up in Hawaii this was
not a big deal because we do have a buses and trolleys
(although trolleys are only near shopping centers and Waikiki).
However after riding my first train in Japan while I was
studying abroad in Kobe, I realized how convenient trains are
for people. Japan is especially famous for having trains that are
efficient and punctual. There are also a lot of them running
throughout Japan, allowing you to get just about anywhere
within the country. Also, at least for me, the trains are very
enjoyable. I like sleeping on the train sometimes, even though it
can be embarrassing.

A few years ago the state of Hawaii created a plan to build an
overhead light rail system. A light rail system is not as fast as
heavy rail or metro subway systems, but is more ecological
since it usually uses electric rail cars. Hawaii’s light rail system
has been planned to run from the West side of Oahu to
Honolulu. Traffic can be extremely congested on Oahu,
especially in the mornings and evenings. This light rail is
supposed to help relieve some of this congestion.

However, further planning and construction of the light rail has
been slowed because of politics and environmental issues. The
people who are for the rail say that it will 1) help create jobs, 2)
help make Hawaii more “green” (ecological), and 3) connect
communities. The people who are against the rail say that it
will 1) cost too much money, 2) be too noisy and ugly, and 3)
not relive traffic congestion. Recently it was election time in
Hawaii, and the politicians were using the light rail system to
get votes.

When [ first heard that Hawaii may have a train system [ was
very excited. After reading on the internet about the pros and
cons, I believe that it will improve life in Hawaii. Although it
will cost a lot of money, it may be the solution to Hawaii's
traffic problems and help make Hawaii “greener” by reducing
the use of gas. In the long run I think the light rail system will
be worth it.
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