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'Never to late to learn.]

New hobby

Konichiwa,How have you all been? What have you been up to?
Well over the last couple of months I have been had the
opportunity to take up a new hobby. Although skiing and
snowboarding are popular sports in my country and we have
very good ski fields I had only ever been skiing once. So with the
encouragement of friends I decided to take up snowboarding.
This is something that I had always wanted to do but never did
any thing about it. So when a friend invited me to stay with
them and go snowboarding I roped in my friend Joanne who is
also a beginner to go with me.

We travelled all the way to Minakami in the Gunma prefecture.

It was an incredibly long trip and we had to change buses twice
to get there. But surprisingly enough we weren't tired and after
we drop off our gear, we were on the slops within the hour ready
for our first lesson. Our instructor was from Australia and was
very good at explaining the basics skills needed for
snowboarding. I found snowboarding more difficult than skiing.
But by the end of the lesson we were able to snowboard down
the slope. It was a fun trip and it was great to catch up with a
friend that I hadn’t seen in a long while.

Our second snowboarding trip we accomplished quite a lot and
we felt like we didn't need to take another lesson. Again we
went with friends who were experienced in skiing and
snowboarding. This time we went to Hakuba, in Nagano by
night bus. Our friends were great motivators and they taught us
new tricks. By the end of the first day we were confident enough
to go to one of the top ski slopes rather than just staying on the
beginners slope. On the next day we went to the highest slop
but only managed to get half of it done before we ran out of time
and had to catch the gondola down the rest of the way. So that
we could make our way back to the hotel in time to catch the
bus. I hope to go snowboarding once more before the end of the
season so I can get in some more practice because I really enjoy
it.

There is an expression “It's never too late to teach an old dog
new tricks”. Basically it means that you are never too old to try
something new. You never know you might discover a new
passion in life.
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