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Going to the beach
Before | came to Japan, my friends and | would often go to the
beach to bodyboard and just hang out. A friend of mine recently
went home to Hawaii from Seattle. Since he lives close to the
beach, he usually goes at least once a week. This trip, though, he
went everyday and sometimes told me about how the waves
were, if it was crowded, and if he caught any good waves. Since
summer is just around the corner, | have been thinking of the
beach more and more.
In Hawaii, although there are no significant changes in weather
during the seasons the waves do change. In the wintertime, the
north and west facing shores usually have giant swells which are
waves created by storms and high winds. The north facing shores,
especially Pipeline, are famous for their gigantic, powerful, and
often dangerous waves. Only professionals and confident and
strong surfers and bodyboarders would brave those kinds of
waves. In the summertime, the waves move towards the south
and east facing shores. The south shores include Waikiki Beach so
you often see tourists try and surf these waves. During their
respective times, the waves at each beach can go from about 1-2
meters to approximately 4-5 meters and often times higher.
My friend lives on the east side of Oahu. There are a lot of
beautiful beaches on the east side of the island. There are also a
lot of beaches with really good surf spots. There is one beach in
particular that we often visited. It's called Sandy Beach, and while
the name may be simple, it is one of the most dangerous beaches
in Hawaii. There is almost at least one ambulance waiting in the
parking lot. This is because there are so many broken necks and
bones, cuts from the reef, and other injuries that occur there. This
doesn't stop the locals from going out and riding those waves. If
you were to go during the summertime to Sandy Beach, it would
probably be really crowded despite the warning signs of rough
surf and the lifeguard on duty. If you do manage to catch a wave,
it's one of the best feelings in the world. When you're sitting in
the water, you can feel the power of the wave suck (pull) you
back. Then it starts to curl overhead and it looks kind of like a
tunnel. If the water is shallow enough, when the wave sucks back
sometimes you can see the reef below you.Fortunately, (or
unfortunately), the waves at Sandy’s are easy to catch because
they're so fast and powerful. But that’s probably what makes
them fun.
If you ever get a chance to go Hawaii during the summer and
want to go to the beach, I'd definitely recommend going to the
east shores, especially Kailua Beach and Lanikai Beach. If you feel
you want to ride some waves and try surfing or bodyboarding, try
Waikiki Beach or Diamond Head. If you really want to challenge

(xldERETE) yourself, then give Sandy’s a try.
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