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Cryptids

Do you know about cryptids? Maybe you know
them better as UMAs (Unidentified Mysterious
Animals). That term sounds English but it’s
actually not used in English at all. “Cryptid”
means “hidden animal” and is used to describe
animals like the Loch Ness Monster or Bigfoot.
Cryptids are different from creatures like yokai
or monsters. Those things typically have some
sort of supernatural elements to them while
cryptids are typically meant to be normal
animals that are extremely elusive. But the line
separating them isn’t always clear.

In the past, some people may have believed that
dragons and unicorns were real animals but
nowadays they are considered to be fantasy
creatures. Also, a tsuchinoko could seem more
like a yokai or a cryptid depending on what story
you hear.

The world already has so many amazing animals
and new discoveries are made often. Someday,
we might find a new creature far more
interesting than any cryptid.
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One Point Lesson: “Pseudoscience” is
something that claims to be scientific but
cannot follow the scientific method.
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