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Small Pleasure

Do you remember the word “Omotenashi”? It is
one of my favorite Japanese words and means
“hospitality”. I remember that omotenashi
became popular everywhere in Japan before the
Olympics were held in Tokyo in 2020. You could
hear it on TV talk shows, in the news, in business,
and even at home. According to the internet, the
concept of omotenashi has its roots in Japan's
Heian period and developed further through the
Japanese tea ceremony. Although we don’t hear
this word much these days, Japanese people still
show this spirit through their gestures.

I want to share a funny and small pleasure that
happened one day last January at a small eatery
somewhere in Nara. I used to visit this place for
lunch whenever I happened to be in the area for
personal business, which was once in a blue moon.
The eatery was busy, but fortunately I found a
seat at the counter right by the chef. I ordered a
tempura set without reading the notice written
on the menu. When my order came, I noticed
that the miso soup was missing, so I asked the
staff if she had forgotten to put it on the tray. I
was surprised by her answer: “T'oday is Sunday.
Miso soup is served only on weekdays.” I
probably looked a little disappointed. The staft
noticed and said, “Please wait a moment.” After a
short while, she came back with a tray and said,
“The chef made a special mushroom soup for
you, and it is included in the set.” My heart was

filled with emotion.
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One Point Lesson :
Once in a blue moon is an idiom that means
“not very often” or “rarely”. It is used to

express that something does not occur regularly.

“Once in a blue moon” ¥
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