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“Pirate Talk”
Did you know that pirates have their own accent? In
English they do!
If you consume any English media with pirates, there
is a high chance that they will speak in a distinct
accent. Of course, actual pirates could come from
many places and use many accents. But nowadays,
there is one primary accent.
The accent is an exaggerated version of dialects
spoken in the West Country of England, a region
that adopted English as a language later than other
areas. The pirate accent has a few notable features
including the “rhotic r”, which is typically not used
in England. Pirates will also tend to talk in a gravelly
voice.
So why is there a pirate accent? It’s all due to
Disney’s first live action film, “Treasure Island”. The
actor who played Long John Silver in the film
(Robert Newton) was actually from the West
Country and played up his normal accent for the
film. His portrayal was so influential that it changed

how people view the idea of a “pirate”.
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One Point Lesson:

September |9th is Talk Like a Pirate Day.
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