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American Graduation

March was graduation season here in Japan. But for me,
the idea of graduation is not tied to cherry blossoms or the
coming of spring. Instead, it is this month that makes me
think of partings and new beginnings. In America, the start
of summer vacation marks the end of the academic year, so
graduation ceremonies are held at the end of May.

Other than the timing, the biggest difference between
Japanese and American graduation ceremonies is the
“uniform”. In America there is a special outfit that is only
ever worn on a student’s graduation day. Called a “cap and
gown”, this ensemble consists of a square hat and a long
robe. The color of this attire depends on the school’s colors
and can come in a vibrant range of hues. Some schools
even use multiple colors. During my own high school
graduation, all the girls wore yellow while the boys wore
blue.

If you have time, I encourage you to look up how
graduations are celebrated outside of Japan. The

differences may surprise you!
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