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Gachapon

Over the summer I went to a small exhibit
celebrating the 60th anniversary of capsule toys or
gachapon in Tokyo. From the experience, I gained
a greater appreciation for the work that goes into
making these tiny trinkets.

When you think of gachapon, your first thought might
be of simple toys for children. However, that is just
the tip of the iceberg. Many capsule toy companies
pride themselves on both their variety and the
attention to detail that they put into their products.
From turtles made out of pudding to AED machines,
the range of gachapon products is pretty much
limitless. One of the first gachapon I bought in Gojo
was a miniature kotatsu table. Even now I am still
impressed by the intricacy of this toy: the top of the
table was removable, the kotatsu blanket was made
of soft cloth, and there was even a tiny electrical
cord to “control” the kotatsu settings.

Another unique part of gachapon is the element of
luck that goes into purchasing these toys. For many
people, this so-called “surprise factor” is the most
fun part of the experience. On the other hand, the
unpredictability can be frustrating - especially
when you can’t get the prize you really want after
multiple attempts. Trying to collect a complete set
of a gachapon line can be a particularly expensive
endeavor. Trust me, I've learned the hard way just
how dangerous these machines can be.

One Point Lesson :
This English expression is used to describe a small part of
something much larger.
are much bigger than they appear; the part we can see above
water is just a small portion of the huge structure that is
hidden underwater.
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It comes from the fact that icebergs
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