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Graduation Ceremony

I remember my first experience seeing a graduation day

here in Japan. It happened one day in March when I sent

my 3-year-old daughter to her nursery school. I was

surprised, and I didn't know what to do. I looked around

and stepped back when I saw a group of people wearing

formal black clothes inside the nursery school, asking

myself what happened? Then I noticed that it was

graduation day.

In the Philippines, graduation goes a little differently

from the way it does in Japan. It is a loud and cheerful

affair with colorful dresses in elementary school and a

white gown in middle school and high school. Itis still a

formal event with set procedures, but it has a completely

different mood as it's a celebration for everyone. The

current students are all smiling while doing a dance

number as a present for the graduating ones. I remember

my high school graduation ceremony was an exciting,

jovial event, not serious one. Some of my batchmates

were a little sad because they were going to different

universities after graduation, but there was still more

cheering than crying.
Now, because I'm a mother of graduates here in Japan, I
feel the same as Japanese parents as well. Graduation is a

big deal no matter where in the world you live.
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One Point Lesson:

"batchmate” is Filipino English, meaning
schoolmate in American English.
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